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The Cornerstone of Internet Freedom: The Past, Present, and
Future of Section 230 — A Review of The Twenty-Six Words That
Created the Internet

Jo-Fan Yu

Abstract

The book The Twenty-Six Words That Created the Internet delves into the history
and impact of Section 230(c)(1) of the U.S. Communications Decency Act, highlighting
how this concise regulation has shaped the legal framework, industrial development, and
social values of the global digital era. Author Jeff Kosseff reviews the origins of Section
230(c)(1), including the rise of technologies in the 1990s and related legal disputes, vividly
illustrating how this provision has been applied in court and how it has evolved while facing
increasing challenges. The book further explores the necessity of reevaluating Section 230(c)
(1) in today’s digital age, where issues such as misinformation, privacy infringements, and
online abuse are becoming more prominent. This article not only summarizes the book’s
key insights but also seeks to prompt readers to consider whether the experiences of Section
230(c)(1) are applicable to Taiwan and whether we can develop more effective models for
digital and internet governance in the current era.
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